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See page 3 for his report.

E-mail : Pastorrodncy@midtcl.nct

Pastor now has office hours Tuesday

through Friday from 9-1. Plcasc call

ahead in case he had to lcave.

N.* website
Our ncw wcbpage is up and running.

Check it out. It is awcsomc! Thank

you Angcla. Thc addrcss is

www.stmarkslutheran

middlebursh.com

Op.tt tion

(hristmas Child

Wc are going to try somctling a

littlc diffcrent this ycar. Rathcr than

waiting until fall to start our

collcction of itcms for the kids we are

going to collect diffcrcnt itcms on a

monthly basis. For the month of July
please bring in girl clothing itcms.

Thc box is up front near the cross.

Looking for new members!

If you would like to become a

member of St. Mark's Lutheran

Church please speak with Pastor

Rodney.
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Plcasc lift thc following pcople up in

Prayer:

Rick Conner

Uy.o*ingLvents

July 9 - Council meeting 6 PM

July 13 - Youth trip to Zoorn
Flume - meet at church at 9:15

July 14 - Congregational mid
year meeting during coffee hour

July 19 - Ice cream social on
MCS lawn at the concert

luly 27 - Annual pie sale, basket
auction and youth craft sale
during arts and crafts festival

August 11 - Tentative Church
picnic @ Gobblers Knob with
CTS 10 AM

August 15: Chicken parmesan
dinner fundraiser - 4-5:30 or 6-7.
Watch for more details.

** ?ktr ** tr * *:k tr* * * ** *?t* ** ***** *

CPR/AED/First Aid Class:

If interested in taking this class plcase
sign up in the hallway by the music
room. Date to be determined soon.
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Confirmation Class:

Last day of confirmation class for the

summcr was Junc 30 and we ended

with a pizza party. Classcs will rcsumc

again in  Scptcmbcr.  Jo in us

Scptcmbcr 7'h 6 8PM for a gct

togcther for hot dogs, hamburgcrs,

s'morcs and a bonfire at Breanna

Palmatier's house - bring your family!

Sign up shect in hallway by thc music

room.

Confirmation Camp:

Duc to unforcsccn circumstanccs

camp will not bc hcld. If you

sponsorcd a campcr and paid in cash

and you wish to gct your moncy back

plcasc scc Dcb Palmaticr. Othcrwisc

thc moncy will bc placcd in thc

conlirmation fund to bc uscd for

anothcr cvcnt for thc class.

UpcomingYouth
Events:

luly 27 - Fundraiscr @ Arts and

Crafts festival

August  17 Howc Cavcrns z ip

linc/ropes coursc

Sept 7 - Confirmation class bonfire

@ Brcanna Palmatier's housc

Scpt 14 - Fundraiser @ Walmart

Oc t5 -App l cp i ck ing

Oct 12 - Fundraiscr @fall Fcstival

Oct 26 - Clark Sports Center

Nov2 -Pa in tbow ls

Nov ?? - Serve soup

Dcc 6 - Fundraiser @ Miracle on

Main Street

Dec 15 - Christmas party

H"ppg pags ttttl

God's blessing to all of those who are
celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in
July.

Thank you:

To all thosc that workcd on thc front

yard landscaping. Evcrytlring looks

bcautiful!

Basket Auction:

Wc will bc holding our silcnt baskct

auction during thc arts and crafts

fcstival. If you would likc to makc onc

or donatc itcms to havc onc madc

plcasc scc Michcllc Ncspica. Sign up

shcct is on thc bullctin board in the

hallway. Procccds will bc uscd for thc

ncw vouth room.

In  an ef for t  to  improve our  communicat ion
with you, we (St. Mark's Council) have
scheduled an in formal  mid-year  in format ion
meet ing.  Dur ing th is  meet ing,  we wi l l  g ive an
update on our  current  f inancia l  s i tuat ion,
repor t  on some of  our  min is t r ies as wel l  as
answer any questions you may have. Please
plan to attend this important meeting being
held on July 14 during coffee hour
immediately fol lowing the worship service in
our Fellowship Hall.

Consresational Mi
Informational Meeting
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From:
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To:
Subject:

Pastor Royan Rodney [pastorrodney@midtel. net]
Friday, June 28, 2013 10:52 PM
teddebp@midtel.net
Newsletter

Honor ing God

Tha  c f ^ r v  i  e  t - n l q l  o f  a  woman  who  wen t  on  a  sho r t  t e rm  m iss ions  t r i p  t o  Kenya ,  he lp ing  the
miss ionar ies there.  Before she lef t ,  she stopped at  a remote v i l lage where she at tended a
medical -  c l in ic .  As the nat ive women outs ide the c l - j -n ic  began to s ing together ,  she found
hersef f  deeply moved by thei r  beaut i fu f  s inging.  The harmonies and rhythms seemed
worshipfu l -  indeed.
She  was  so  moved  she  began  to  c r y .  S ince  she  wan ted  to  cap tu re  t he  momen t  i n  he r  memor . i es ,
she  tu rned  to  he r  b i - l i ngua f  f r i end  and  que r i ed ,  "Cou - l d  you  p lease  t rans l -a te  t he  wo rds  to
tha t  abso lu te l y  beau t i f u l  sonq?"
Her  f r i end  s ta red  a t  he r  and  respec t fu l l y  t r ans la ted ,  i t  says ,  " I f  you  bo i l -  t he  wa te r ,  you
won ' t  ge t  dysen te ry . "

Things are not  a lways as they seem. The same is  t rue wi th in Chr is tendom, '  there are many
peop le  who  c fa im  to  be  se r i ous  Ch r j - s t i ans ,  bu t  t hey  a re  mere fy  supe r f i c i a l .  They  p ro jec t  a
- e ^ ^ +  i * ^ - ^  * " *  t h e r e  i s  l - i t t l e  s u b s t a n c e .v r g q L  r r l r o v g ,  v u L

Danie l -  727-1 " fn the th i rd year  of  the re ign of  Jehoiak im k ing of  Judah,  Nebuchadnezzar
k ing of  Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged i t .  2  The Lord gave Jehoiak im k ing of  Judah
into h is  hand,  a long wi th some of  the vessels of  the house of  God;  and he brought  them to
the  l and  o f  Sh ina r ,  t o  t he  house  o f  h i s  god ,  and  he  b rough t  t he  vesse fs  i n to  t he  t reasu ry
o f  h i s  god .  3  Then  the  k ing  o rde red  Ashpenaz ,  t he  ch ie f  o f  h i s  o f f l c i a l s ,  t o  b r i ng  i n  some
o f  t he  sons  o f  I s rae f ,  l nc lud ing  some o f  t he  roya l  f am i l y  and  o f  t he  nob les ,  4  you ths  1n
whom was no defect ,  who were good- looking,  showing lnte l l igence in every branch of  wisdom,
endowed wi th understanding and d iscern ing knowledge,  and who had abi l i ty  for  serv ing in
!L^  1 - r  ̂- ' ^  ^ ^ " -u  i  and  he  o rde red  h im  to  t each  them the  l i t e ra tu re  and  Ianguage  o f  t heL r l Y  ^ r l r 9  J  U U U r  L

Chal-deans.  5 The k ing appointed for  them a dai ly  rat ion f rom the k ing 's  choice food and
from the wine which he drank,  and appointed that  they shoufd be educated three years,  at
the end of  which they were to enter  the k ing 's  personal-  serv ice.  6 Now among them f rom the
sons of  Judah were Danie l ,  Hananiah,  Mishael  and Azar iah.  7 Then the commander of  the
of f ic ia fs  ass igned new names to them; and to Danie l  he assigned the name Bel teshazzar ,  to
Hananiah Shadrach,  to  Mishael  Meshach and to Azar iah Abed-nego."
I t  i s  easy  to  compromise ,  t o  f i ve  as  t he  wo r l -d  l - i ves .  Bu t ,  God  has  ca . l - l ed  us  t o  cou rage ,
+ n  h n n n r  r r i m  - o c e r d l c s s  n f  1 - h e  n r c q q r l r c  n r  n a r c g g q l i o n  t h i s  w o r l d  a f f o r d s .  I  w a n t  t o  s h o w
you ,  t h rough  the  l i f e  o f  a  god l y  man ,  by  t he  name o f  Dan ie l ,  how  we  can  l - i ve  a  l - i f e  t ha t
honors God.  There are many ways we can honor God and as we l -ook at  Danie l ,  we can be
encouraged,
Here are a few examples of  how we can honor God:
I .  Hono r  t he  Conv i c t i on  o f  You r  Hea r t .
2 .  Make  the  dec i s i on  to  se rve  and  hono r  God .
3 .  Dan ie l -  1 :8  "Bu t  Dan ie l  made  up  h i s  m ind  tha t  he  wou fd  no t  de f i l e
h imsel- f  wi th the k ing 's  choice food or  wi th the wine which he dranki  so he sought
permiss ion f rom the commander of  the of f ic ia ls  that  he might  not  def i le  h imsel f . "
4 .  Make  the  dec i s i on  rega rd less  o f  t he  poss ib le  ou tcomes .
a .  Dan ie f  cou fd  have  been  fo rced  to  ea t  t he  k i ng ' s  f ood .
b.  Danief  coul -d have suf fered punishment ,  inc ludlng death,  for  even
q r r ^ ^ a < l -  i  n n  f  h a f  h a  = r z n i  r l  a r l -  i  n n  l - h a  l e i  n c t  <  f  a n d

c .  Dan ie f  chose  to  hono r  God  by  do ing  wha t  was  r i gh t  i n  God ' s  eyes .
d.  The outcome, however,  proved favorabl -e to Danief  and h is  f r iends.
e.  Danie l  1:9 "Now God granted Danie l -  favor  and compassion in  the s ight  of
the commander of  the of f lc ia ls .  "
5 .  Make  the  dec i s i on ,  bu t  respec t  t hose  tha t  may  no t  unde rs tand .

a .  Dan ie l "  app rec la ted  the  p red i camen t  t ha t  t he  k i ng ' s  o f f i c i a l  was  i n .
b.  Danie l -  1 , :L0-1,2 "And Lhe commander of  the of f ic ia l -s  said to Danie l ,  " I
am afra id of  my l -ord the k ing,  who has appointed your  food and your  dr ink;  for  why should



ha qaa r rnrr r  f :nas lOOking more haggard than the yOuths who are y6rur  Own age? Then yOu
woul-d make me for fe i t  my head to the k ing."

11.  But  Danie l  sa id to the overseer  whom the commander of  the of f ic ia ls  had appointed over
n : n i  a l  I J r n r n i  r h  M i  c l - r a a l  a n r l  A z : r i : h  T  ?  \ t P l o a q o  l -  o q l -  \ / o r r r  q o r r z a n t q  f a r  t e n  d e r r ^  ^ * r  I  ^ +
u a t l f  g r ,  t l q r r o r r r a r r t  ! ' t r o f  l q s r  a r r u  n a . . - - $ - , ,  -  * - * - E  L s o L  J v u !  J s !  v s r r L r  ! v !  u v r r  u q J D t  q l t u  f  g u

us be q iven some vegetabfes to eat  and water  to dr ink."

Danj-e l  knew in h is  hear t  what  he needed to do.  Honor ing the convict ions of  your  hear t  is
r r< r r r ' l  l r z  nn f  an  oasy  endeavo r i  howeve r ,  tO  d i sm iss  t hose  COnv iC t iOnS  w i l l -  p romo te  a  f i f e
y ie ld ing  to  t emp ta t i on ,  s i n ,  and
compromise.  But ,  Danie l -  chose the path that  honors God.  We can do the same
th ing  as  we l l .

St .  Pauf  encouraged the Cor inth ians to L ive by Fai th and so shoufd we.
Dan ie l  nn f  on l . ,  hono red  the  conv i c t i ons  o f  h i s  hea r t ,  he  l - i ved  those  conv i c t i ons  by
l - r r r q l - i n a  C n r l  T  ,*  encourage us to do the sarne th ing and afways stand up for  the t ruth and
chose to honor God.

Pastor  Royan Rodney
Chr is t  the Shepherd Lutheran Church
P . O .  B o x  4 2 3 ,  S c h o h a r i e ,  N Y  1 2 1 5 7 .
Sa in t  Mark ' s  Lu the ran  Church
326  Ma in  S t ree t ,  M idd lebu rgh ,  NY  I2 I22 .
5 1 8 - 8 2 7 - 5 3 1 8

Update from Pastor Mike Tamorria

In June St. MarKs received an update about all that has been happening in the lives of Pastor Mike and
his wife, Pastor Karen. As you may recall in June 2012, we gave Pastor Mike a moving good-bye as he
left us to return to being semi-retired in his hometown of Frostburg.

However, August 2012 proved to be a very interesting month for both of them. Pastor Mike was called
to serve as an interim pastor at St. Mark's in Auburn, Indiana. Pastor Karen was interviewed for and
ultimately was hired as pastor for two churches in rural Ohio - St. John's, Celina and Zion, Rockford.
Since both of their jobs were 65 miles apart, they decided to put their home in Frostburg on the market
and move to Rockford, OH.

Sadly, in February 2013, Pastor Mike's mother had been hospitalized three times with mini-strokes and
falls so she now resides in an assisted living facility in Bowie, which is located near his sister.

They write, "Life is busy, but God is good....With our own eyes we also see God's goodness and provision
even in the midst of stress, change and uncertainty. We ask Him for His blessings upon all our friends
and relations in 2013..."
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(-ommittecs:
Christian Education / Youth:

34 people attended the youth f"-ily

picnic/bingo night. Thank you Mr.
Gordon for barbequing for us.
Sign up sheets for apple picking, the

ZrpLtne at Howe Caverns and Clark
Sports Center trip are hanging in the
hall by the music room. Work has
begun on the youth room - No
peeking!!!
The winner of the ConAgra food

challenge was Breanna Palmatier
collecting 40 codes. 40 meals will be
donated to the Regional Food Bank by
ConAgra Foods.
We are now collecting box tops

from General Mills products. See
insert in this newsletter. Box located
by the altar rail. If we can collect
1000 box tops the youth will get a
pizzaparty.

$e*"rs fo, )"lg
July 7:
Acolyte - MarylGabby
Ushers - HarrylSharon
Reader - Stephanie Nicol
Greeter - Maurice
Prayer - Beth
Counter - Diane

July 14:
Acolyte - Breanna/Vivian
Ushers - Aaron/Alyssa
Reader - Allison
Greeter - Pat
Prayer - Georgia
Counter - Debbie

July 2l:
Acolyte - Logan/Braedon
Ushers - John/Gabby
Reader - Ted Langenbahn
Greeter - Janet
Prayer - Ginny
Counter - Diane

July 28:
Acolyte - Hannah/Jenna
Ushers - Dean/Lori
Reader - Marie
Greeter - Jessica
Prayer - Gene
Counter - Debbie
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When you donate directly to
Feeding America your gif l
mak€s a big ampact-every
dollar you donate helps secure
I meals tor people struggling
with hunger. That means that a
$10 donation can help Feeding
Amorica secure 80 meals!
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Follow us to hear more ways
you can h6lp Outnumber
Hungerl In addition to
purchasing specaally marked
Genersl Mil ls packages, follow
Outnumber Hunger on
Facebook, Twitler or Pinterest
to be the first to learn of other
special ways to help Feeding
America secure meals lor lo€l
food banks.'
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HOW YAU EA}.[ HELP OUTNUIdBERHUhIGER

BLIY SPBCI,A.LIX MARKif, GtiMiRJAl, MILI-S PACKACI}S

Purchase participating products and enter codes from these
packages by clicking the .Enter Your Code. button-it's that
easyl Look for specially marked General Mills products with
package codes that c,an help Outnumber Hunger. Each code
you enter from participating General Mills brands will help
Feeding America( secure 5 meals for your local food bank..
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ARl'IS'T'S
Follow participating Bi9
lvlachine Label Group artists lo
get access to more codes that
help Feeding America secure-
meals for local tood banks. Bi9
Machine Label Group artists
-l ike Th€ Band Perry, Rascal
Flatts, Eli Young Band,
Brantley Gilbert and more+r6
helping to Outnumber Hunger.
Follow them on Facebook to
get access to sPecial codes
they release to friends and
followers to help Outnumber
Hungerl
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vot.ll N]'B]_.IR A1' YOr.-rR
I.,OCAI- IIOOD I]ANK
Food banks in your area need
help. Ending hunger in
America requires mill ions of
people to donate their t ime to
help feed hungry famili€s.
Learn aboul volunteer
opportunities at your local food
bank to find out how you can
holp Outnumber Hunger. To
find opportunities in your area,
please contact your lo€l food
bank lt's simple-get involved
today!
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PARTICIPATING BRANDS

YOPLAIT

CHEERIOS

LUCKY CHARMS

REESE,5. PUFFS

WHEATIES

cooKlE cRlsP

BETW CROCKER

PILLSBURY

CHICKEN HELPER

HAMBURGER HELPER

SUDDENLY SALAD

OLD EL PASO

TOASTER STRUDEL

GREEN GIANT

TOTINOS

NATURE VALLEY

FIBER ONE

CHEX MIX



Putting Faces on a Disaster
Hurricane Sandy Relief Update

The work of the Atlantic City Long Term Recovery
Group (ACLTRG) and St. Andrew By The Sea
Lutheran Church, a NALC congregation in Atlantic
City, N.J., might not have progressed as far and as
fast as it has were it not for the generosity of
individuals and congregations across the country -
both in volunteer efforts and in financial support.

St. Andrew is a founding member of the ACLTRG
and has been blessed to welcome volunteers to
labor in rebuilding damaged homes, as well as to
receive funds through NALC Disaster Response
both to support the beginnings of the ACLTRG but,
most importantly, to restore afflicted residents to
safe and secure homes. To date more than
$93,000 in generous donations has been expended
for the recovery and rebuilding efforts, and additional funds are waiting to be turned into loving

action.

Who has been helped? Let's put a face on the pain
we seek to soothe - names have been changed to
protect confidentiality but the stories are true.

Mary is a 56-year-old school crossing guard with an
income of barely $1 ,160 a month during the school
year; she receives unemployment compensation in
the summer. With an income not nearly enough to
cover all of her bil ls, Mary works at odd jobs but
also rents the lower level of her old home to a low-
income friend at a reasonable monthly rent. Her
home was assessed at $22,200 in damage from
Sandy, but with no savings or assets in reserve -
and unable to afford expensive flood insurance -
Mary turned to FEMA. FEMA was not permitted to
assist beyond $1,000 for repairs and $1,888 in
rental assistance while she was out of her home.
FEMA regulations call Mary's home an "investment
property," so she does not qualify for further
restoration assistance. The ACLTRG intervened.
obtaining an $8,800 grant for heating and
appliances, and a Robin Hood Foundation grant of
$4,000. The balance of $9,400 was provided by an
NALC Disaster Response grant through St. Andrew
by the Sea Lutheran Church.

Continued on Page 7

N A L  C  N e w s M a y  2 0 1 3



Continued from Page 6

Sophie is 64 years old with a daughter and two grand-
children l iving with her. She and her daughter are on
disabil ity, with a monthly household income of $3,663 and
savings of $3,500. Her roof was damaged and the first f loor
living space had two feet of water in Sandy's wake. Flood
insurance was an unaffordable luxury. She received $4,707
from FEMA. The total repair cost is estimated at $25,450.
ACLTRG assisted in obtaining an $11,000 grant for the roof
and appliances, a Robin Hood Foundation grant of $4,000,
and an additional outside grant of $1,450. The work is being
finished thanks to $9,000 provided by an NALC Disaster
Response grant through St. Andrew.

Photos provided by First Lutheran Church of
Pontiac, Ill., from their recent work trip to New
Jersey.

The Rev. Dr. Harry Wendt of Crossways
International calls the money God has
blessed us with "love in potency" - love
that is "warehoused" when we hold on to it
but active in love when we let it go. The
warehouse doors have been flung open
and so much love is being transformed into
action by the wonderful f inancial response
of individuals and NALC churches.

Your volunteer labor is welcome. Contact
St Andrew by the Sea Lutheran Church at
stand rewbythesea@verizon. net or 609-
344-7333) if you wish to volunteer, and we
will put you in touch with the ACLTRG.
Thank you for your love!

Gifts to support NALC Disaster Response
efforts may be made online at
www.thenalc.org or sent to:

NALC Disaster Response
2299 Palmer Drive, Suite 220
New Brighton, MN 55112
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